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Both daily newspapers (the Calgary Herald and the Albertan)
picked up the release, as did several radio and television
stations. One radio station (CKXL) gave it considerable
prominence over the next few days.
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Opens in September

Experimental school

planned for Calgary

Albertan, June 22, 1972 —

Parents
'to direct’
new school

An elementary school di-
rected by parents will open in
Calgary in September.

The Saturday Schoot will,
despite its name, operate
daily and will stress creative
approaches to learning and
an integrated curriculum,

1t will begin with 25 stu-
dents from 5 to 12 years old,
and one teacher. Through the
use of resource people, volun-
teer teachers and parents,
the student-adult ratio will
not exceed eight to one.

The group of parents set-
ling up the school is now
trying to rent space from ei-
ther the public or the sepa-
rate school board.

Dr. Robert Stamp, one of
the parents involved and a
professor in the faculty of ed-
ucation at the University of
Calgary, says there will be
an emphasis on learning by
doing and on all forms of
self-expression such as paint-
ing, drama, and creative
writing.

The traditional rigid break-
down of curriculum will be
abandoned in favor of an. in-
tegrated, ‘flexible approach to
learning. Students will move
individually and in small
groups through self-selected
learning activities.

Field trips into the com-
munity and the countryside
will play a large part in the
program.

The new school is spon-
sored by the Saturday School
Society, a group of Calgari-
ans who endorse an open,
creative approach to learn-
ing. The group will be regis-
tered under the Societies Act

and will have provincial ap-

proval as a private school.

Fees will be $60 a month
for one child, and $50 a
month for a second child in
the same family.

The name Saturday School
arises from Saturday morning
experimental sessions con-
ducted by the group since
April. -

Information about registra-
tion can be obtained from Au-
drey Christie, 287-2456, or
Norma Lamont, 283-9324.

The Saturday’ School, a pri-
vate elementary school stressing
creative approaches to learning
and an integrated curriculum,
will open in Calgary in Septem-
ber.

The school will begin opera-
tion with 25 students aged five
to 12 and one teacher. Through
the use of resource people, vol-
unteer teachers and parents.
the student-adult ratio is plann-
ed not to exceed eight to one.

Saturday School is sponsored
by the Saturday School Society.
a group of Calgarians committed
to an open, creative approach to
learning, The group will be
registered under the Societies
Act and will have provincial
approval as a private school.

The creative approaches to
learning will include an empha-
sis on learning by doing and on
all forms of self-expression such
as painting, drama and creative
writing.

“The traditional rigid break-
down of curriculum will be
abandoned in favor of an inte-
grated, flexible approach 1o
learning. Students will move.
both individually and in small
groups, through self-selected
learning activities,” the society
said.

Information regarding regis-
tration for the school may be ob-
tained from Audrey Christie,
287-2456, or Norma Lamont,
283-9324.

Calgary Herald, June 21, 1972
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The leaflets, brochures, media publicity, plus continued word—of-
mouth publicity had the desired effect: more applications and
memberships came in. (Publicity costs were borne by membership
dues). As more and more new families became interested in the
school it became necessary to hold parents' meetings, at which
the ideas and philosophy of the group could be explained to
newcomers. Two such meetings were held at the Unitarian Church,
on June 12 and July 4. At the first of these meetings Bob Stamp
began by outlining the philosophy of the group and Ken Sturdy
followed with practical details on enrolment, staffing and
financing. At the second meeting Audrey Christie, Ken Sturdy,
and Brent Cameron all talked about the school. Margaret Fitch
gave her impressions of one of these meetings. "I enjoyed 1it,
found the members congenial, but was not completely satisfied
with the presentation especially the lack of details about
the curriculum. I was left with some misgivings but certainly
with continued interest."

While the school was gradually filling up with paid enrolees
(children of families who had paid both the $25 non-returnable
membership fee and the $75 debenture) consideration was also
given to the possibility of providing places for children from
low income families. This was of particular concern to Starla
Anderson and Ron Low, both of whom wished to avoid the stigma
of economic privilege, in that the school was primarily attended
and run by members of the professional middle class. So Starla
and Ron, along with John and Norma Lamont, began investigating
sources of scholarship or bursary money: every child in the
school would have to be supported there by some means.
Unfortunately, they met with a negative response potential
donors seemed reluctant to invest in a project that was not

yet off the ground.

July and August proved particularly hectic months for the
enrolment committee. Pat Hogan bore the brunt of the responsibility
for registration and interviewing, with assistance from Arlene
Stamp, Audrey Christie and Brent Cameron. Although time-
consuming and contributing to considerable nervous strain, most
of the family interviews were quite pleasant. The majority of
interested persons seemed to have philosophies and expectations
compatible with the group, and the problem of saying "no" rarely
arose. By the end of August 19 boys and nine girls were ready
to begin attending the Saturday School, and we had reached three
important objectives: legal organization as a society, the
selection of a teacher, and the acquisition of students.



Finding a Building

The school building was the last piece of the jigsaw puzzle to
be put in place. The difficulties in locating and confirming
suitable accommodation for the permanent school were in direct
contrast to the ease with which the Unitarian Church had been
secured for the experimental Saturday sessions. Of course, the
soclety had high expectations for any permanent building: a
bright, cheerful atmosphere conducive to learning, enough space
without seeming barn-like, adequate facilities for craft work

as well as academic work, plenty of playground space, and, above
all, a reasonable rent.

The building committee, led by Audrey Christie and Arlene Stamp,
began its search in earnest during April and May. Various sites
were visited, inspected, and ultimately discarded for reasons of
insufficient space or unreasonable rent an old pump house that
the City of Calgary had leased to a drama group, old Alberta
Government Telephone buildings no longer in use, church basements,
the old Mount Royal College building, old grocery stores and fire
halls, the old YMCA building, various unused schools owned by
either the public or separate school boards.

In the end the choice was narrowed down to two buildings: the
Unitarian Church and the Sunalta Cottage School. Although the
Unitarian Church had proven adequate for the Saturday morning
sessions, there were doubts as to its feasibility for permanent
quarters. Members of the group were worried about its dark,
cavernous nature, and about having to share the premises with the
church itself., Besides, the building might be sold suddenly; the
Unitarians had been trying to dispose of it for some months. On
the other hand, the Sunalta Cottage School, owned by the Public
School Board, seemed to possess many advantages: it was structurally
sound, self-contained with a bright interior, and had outside play
space surrounding it.

Sunalta Cottage School was centrally located at 1706 - 12th Avenue
S.W., with rapid access from the near-north and southwest sides of

the city, and reasonable access from other areas. It was a square,
two-storey building of frame construction built in 1912 as a temporary
school to accommodate elementary-aged youngsters from the then-new
community of Sunalta while permanent schools were being erected
elsewhere in town. The Public School Board had continued to operate

b
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several of these '"cottage" schools throughout the city, extending
their original two-year operating life by as much as 40 years in

the case of Sunalta. Some had been used for grade one and two
pupils, so that young children would not have to walk far from home
in cold weather, while others had been used for special education
classes. But as inner city populations declined, and the buildings
aged, the board had ceased using them for educational purposes. By
1972 some of these cottage schools were used for storage purposes;
others were rented to charitable and community organizations. Would
the board be willing to let the Saturday School Society have Sunalta
School?

Bob Stamp appeared before the board's building and finance committee

on June 14 to request a year's lease on the school for a monthly

rental of $175 — 200. The anticipated controversy failed to materialize
as the trustees voted -unanimously to permit the proper officials

to enter into negotiations with the society. One trustee attempted

to discover the group's philosophy of education: "Probably to teach

kids how to make bombs,' he whispered under his breath, but the

chairman ruled him out of order on the grounds that the item should

be treated as a 'straight business proposition."

Unfortunately, the support of the trustees was not matched initially
by the board administrators. During the early part of July, Pat Hogan
and Brent Cameron encountered roadblock after roadblock as the
negotiations proceeded: seemingly unreasonable demands from fire and
other building inspectors, seemingly unreasonable cost estimates for
putting the building in shape. At one point it appeared that the
society would have to pay a total of $4231 to have school board
employees do the necessary renovations. In the depths of despair

on July 20th, Bob Stamp fired off an angry letter to Trustee Scott
Saville, chairman of the board's building and finance committee,
demanding reasonable figures.

Then suddenly it was a case of moving from darkest night to brightest
day. On July 25th, Bob and Arlene Stamp, Audrey Christie, and Brent
Cameron had a final meeting with the board administrators. The
atmosphere had changed. No, the group did not have to attend to all
the suggested renovations. Yes, the group could employ their own
workers to carry out whatever renovations they wished. Yes, the

rent would be reasonable: merely a token sum of one dollar a year.
Members of the group were speechless; it was all we could do to

mumble words of thanks. No one could quite fathom why the atmosphere
suddenly changed. Was it due to the interest of School Superintendent
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Carl Safran? Was it due to the threatened intervention of Trustee
Scott Saville? Was it a means of getting the Christies and the
Stamps off the backs of the board and administrators? In any case,
as Una Sturdy recalled later, "That formidable dragon, the Calgary
Public School Board, turned out to be a co-operative, peaceable
dragon."

The Saturday School Society took possession of Sunalta Cottage
School on Tuesday, August lst—— five weeks before the scheduled
beginning of classes. '"Oh boy! 1It's really going to happen now,"
was how Pat Hogan recalled her first impression of the building.
However, considerable renovating had to be undertaken before it
could "really happen". The Tuesday evening meetings, plus every
other spare minute of the week for many in the group, became times
for physical rather than mental work. Each day it seemed as if
there were more jobs to do. As one job was completed, another two
or three would materialize.

The renovation scheme involved carpentry, plumbing, and electrieal
work; bookcases and tables to be built, porches and stairways to
be repaired, floors to be sanded and polished, a kitchen and a
teacher's office to be constructed, supplies and equipment to be
moved in, the outside yard to be cleaned up, the furnace room to
be enclosed with fireproof material, sinks and toilets to be put
into working order. Above all, there was painting walls, shelves,
trim around windows and doorways, tables, benches, stools, porches.
"I personally re-learned how to paint," declared Margaret Fitch.
The painting turned out to be an easy way to introduce newcomers

to the group: anyone poking his head inside the front door was
immediately given a paint brush! "We had fun working together,

and we got to know each other much better," recalled Margaret.

Of course, the work parties were not all sweetness and light.

"People got tired and frustrated and perhaps felt they were neglecting
home commitments," said Margaret. A general weariness seemed to
overtake the group at this point. 1In part it was due to the fact

that most of the members had been pouring all their extra energies
into the school project since April. With the exception of Brent
Cameron, and his wife Joan, who maintained their enthusiasm and
productivity throughout the summer, the group sought relief in
vacations and neglected household work. They were simply exhausted.
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There was also the pressure of school opening day getting closer
and closer with so much yet to do. And the problem of organization.
"People were coming to help and there was no one there to advise
them what to do," recalled Norma Lamont. 'There was no single
person who knew all the things that needed to be done. And people
weren't cleaning up after themselves there were paint brushes
and rags left all over the place."

Midway through August Ben Gadd stepped in and assumed responsibility
for directing the renovations work. (Ben's efforts in whipping the
building into shape were recognized later, when he was unanimously
chosen for the position of building superintendent.) "Ben's persuasion
and firm hand were marvellous,'" recalled Ruth Thompson. ''He gave
people specific instructions and bullied them a bit. Before that,
people would wander around with dripping paint brushes hoping that

all would go well. Ben relieved that feeling and gave us the
necessary structure.'

Paint, lumber, and other construction materials were donated or
purchased at reduced rates from friendly suppliers, located and
wheedled politely by David Thompson, an architect. No matter what
we needed, David could get it for us either wholesale or free of
charge. We also had help in bringing the antiquated wiring in the
building up to date: David Wyer, an electronics instructor at the
Southern Alberta Institute of Technology, supervised this aspect.
Plumbing problems arose at the last minute, when an inspector
casually condemned the entire pipe system as illegal even
dangerous! (Fortunately, he allowed the school to open during

the course of alterations; we were able to obtain apprentice
plumber Tom Mathieson to do the work at a very reasonable rate.)

As the renovations neared completion, academic supplies and
equipment began to roll into the school. Members of the society
had been gathering materials throughout the spring months, and
basements and garages had begun to overflow. Individuals in the
group had proven themselves in the art of soliciting gifts and
scrounging supplies. Vera Ungstad stood apart in the scrounging
category, when she picked up approximately 1000 pounds of clay
scraps discarded by art students. Paper and books, typewriters,
chairs, benches, a piano, stove, and refrigerator; chess sets,
an aquarium and a microscope, rock collections and shell
collections the supplies came in until the building could
hold no more.
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Opening day had practically arrived when many members of the
society realized that so much time had been spent on the building
that very little time remained for curriculum planning. Although
curriculum committees had been established on July 1llth to act as
resource and idea banks for the teacher, many of the committees
had met infrequently during July and August. For the most part
their work did not get beyond the stage of identifying necessary
materials and possible activities; no formal curriculum or program
planning was accomplished.

But there did not seem to be time for these activities as everyone
laboured to get the building in shape. Tuesday, September 5th, was
the original target date for opening, consistent with that of the
public schools. But by Labour Day weekend it was obvious that all
would not be ready a week's delay was inevitable.

On Monday, September 1lth, the Saturday School opened its doors
for business. Only eight months had passed since the idea took root
in January.

Fhkikxk
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